This leads them to look at the correlation between digital skills and occupational prestige among veteran Jews and two minority groups, namely Arabs and immigrants to Israel from the Former Soviet Union. Whereas digital skills contribute to the occupational prestige among veteran Jews and FSU immigrants beyond the classic sociodemographic factors, the gap in occupational prestige between veteran Jews and Arabs remains significant.
The use of ICTs is nowadays a day-to-day routine in science, research and innovation. Imme Petersen looks at the impact of the ever-increasing amount of data and the problematique of using and handling these data in an appropriate manner. The author's contribution is a study on how to facilitate data management and the access and sharing of data on biological structures and processes as well as to link different databases from disparate data sources. ICT infrastructures play an important role in the systems biology community and are primarily regarded as service facilities to ease research activities. The downside of the role of the technologies is, however, that technology shapes the significance and meaning of data, practices and processes at the same time by defining how to handle data in ICTdriven science.
Nikolaos Kastrinos discusses the recent book "Writing the Rules for Europe: Experts, Cartels, and International Organizations" from a specific perspective from a foresight perspective. He starts from the observation that the interaction of knowledge about, and consciousness of, social structures lies at the foundations of social sciences. He points at the increasing role, and recognition of knowledge in European integration in the social science communities. This leads him to compare two different narratives on European integration that share a perspective on the key importance of knowledge: one is historical and academic in its origin, the other is future-oriented and policy-driven. His conclusion is quite convincing: (…) [T] he only possible answer is a reinforcement of democracy and a harnessing of technical expertise in a stronger democratic framework. (…) [T] he future of the EU may rest in its ability to manage the tensions between technocracy and democracy.
Finally, our first contribution comes from Claudia Gamon, who was welcoming the participants of the "The structural change of knowledge & the future of social sciences". You will find the contributions as Volume 30 (1) of this journal. We had the pleasure to celebrate the 30th anniversary of our journal. At this occasion, we published earlier this year a special issue and organized a symposium at the invitation of the Austrian Parliament and more particularly of the Speaker for Science and Research, MP Claudia Gamon. Besides myself distinguished speakers at the symposium were Andrew Sors, John Crowley, Liana Giorgi, Alice Vadrot, Stuart Blume, Hans-Liudger Dienel, Christiane Dienel and Nikolaos Kastrinos. Claudia Gamon delivered a nice welcome address to remind us of the Austrian tradition of the Social Sciences. Her contribution is published in this issue.
We invite our readers to consult the special issue dedicated to the 30th anniversary of the journal that give a quite comprehensive overview over pragmatic approaches to the social sciences and can be seen as a proof of the usefulness of interdisciplinary research.
